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COOPERATIVE INS1MMONAL
EA PROGRAM

American Council on Educolion/Unlversify of California Los Angeles

I**MESKIM SURVEY wax rs

STUDENT AID DOWN DRAMATICALLY SINCE 1980
Freshman participation in the lederedy.funded pg

Os:4gram has declined by nearly he Woe 10110,
lc the 3151 wird survey 01 entering freshmen

conducted /*Indy by UCLA and the American Council an
Education Only 100 percent of the freshmen entering
college in Fad 1901 reported recelvhig Pell Grants,

rawirldconthist, one freshmen in Sow (ISA percent) has
to 19.9 percent in INS end 31.II perm* In

Ousraresed Student Loan (01I1) Ns yew, up from NO
percent lest yew and 20.9 proem In 111111

The 111111 survey else polies le rising treshmen
interest in education and business earners end it decline in
the piupo4bn of freshmen *ming to pursue *WOWS a

and healifwelailed
*The data on federal Oiwft and bans poke to dramatic

shifts In the way Amwsn college students and their
fondles have hed Name with ~g Iodated aid (akin
ever dm past sin yews,* says UCLA Frahm*, Moan&
W. kirk, *odor of the study. °Changes in federal aid
eligblity regulations have contributed to a steady decline
in the prometbi ul freshmen partirSpating in the Pell Omni
program and rap* rising dependence on ban

Astin adds IhM Orients dm receive bans atiw not
fare as well kw college as their peers. "Beyond the
dui these mductions may have on the decisions of poor
students to Mend college,' says Pod. AA% on
student persistence and degree completion sunsets that
heavy reliance on bans may contibee to dm decision lo
drop out cif college

The decline in student aid elloibillty may also be
reflected in do Wag Income levels of the freshmen
wearing wisp lids year. In 19110, the peak yew of ad

under the Made Mown Student AwMoce Ad

Modem in ftm (20.11 pement) in INS the
*1=ms under 120.1:10. ene

two students In five (40.7 percent)
rsported

propodon of freshmen reporting beak incomes under
$30.000 has fallen frf newly believer the pod elm yews.
trom11.1 psiosid in 19110 lc 311.11 wow* thhi vws.

andbuled solely to the of inflatIon,' says Dr.
°These shifts in are Ito shwp to be

Keens& C. Omen, dame 01 th Om*
*Raced dumps in Weed aid elgbUty sum to have
allected the dedelons di large numbers of
students hem ilow WNW

The 10011 stave/ points lc Illifle lisehmen Newest a
education arears. MN year 7.3 percent of the freshmen
espremed Nand hi elemereary et esconday %add%
careers. up kw 11.2 WOW in INS and setsmanal*
above the low poke of 4.7 In 1912. Students hem
begun to dimmer again: says Asti&

commuming on the fourth commie** yew of wampum)
imam* in education mews. He notes Mel a Caw, iab
maim In edutation, coupled with conveleive salaries lot
new teachers. have lobed le fuel trt, ir messed interest.

'Given the growing demand fer Lookers. this
represents s siptiftwt gain and promising trend titan
competed to the Weenie levels recorded hi the salty
111110e,* says Prot ANA Nowever, it is ON below die
level needed la ofted the miner4 and probded ohmage
al elemweaty and secondery leacher& and it. ler below
the levels reorded in the isle 19110s Wiwi thee 20 pewee
of the entering freshmen (and more man °waddle al the
freshman women) planned to pursue leading mews'

in centred b rising interest in education, student
interest kt tosepiAing, engineering, and research crews
has declind signibendy ki recent years, Compeer
careers (programmer, systems analyst) have shown the
mom *sada shop, tc 33 percent en the 101111 mem
hem 4.4 puma hi 1991 sad 11.5_percent in 1992 (a 110
percent decline In lust tow yews), The chop in
to 9,7 pawl in INS hem 10.0 percent in ION assivilar

percere in 1903, villa not as shims es in ware, le mil
signikent and needs a °With &ohne in
of freshmen Interestsd h engineering crews oter": :an
four yews. Memel in researdt mews, while
this year at IA prow& III doom keen 1.7 wow iruldr 111:
and has Idea by more than hall since 1973, when 3.1
percent of all freshmen espressed interest in pwsuing
mord+ careers.

Nedliwebeed careers also slowed declines this yew.
The proportion of students_ plunk, to pursue media&
degrees (1D. 00. 001, DW) dropped th LS percent Ns
year, from 1.0 pewit in 1911.11.4 paced in 1990, and
die pea of 7.4 paced in 1973. Nursing also dedned this
yew ft 2.7 percent, from 33 percent in 1911 and 4.4
percer4 ii 1011% mast% has (allen by newt, NM lava the
wok of 5.1 mow* warded In 1974

Siainess continues to be the most popular mew
among college freshmen, doing to an alikhee Noli al 24.1
move b INN, up from 23.9 percent In INS, and more
than double the 19011 figure al 11.11 percent. 'The
conthwing popularly of business careers. says Prot
/WM. is coralasse wet the changes in feuded whose we
hem been the IMMO NM period.° Student
endoesemsid al very weld, Ilmandallr as a Nary
Important` or god In Ne wowed b seedy
dimb to an all4iste d 732 this yew (up hoe
701 percent led year and 0.4 3941 percent in 1970)
stintleAt, more then ever say dot radix meson
ior asondliv college Is No abbb make (seepage
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1986 Freshman Survey Data
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